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Tuberculosis (TB) is an ancient disease but still exerts a considerable influence on human survival in many parts of the world. Surprisingly, even today, there are a lot of gray zones and ambiguity in every aspect of management of the osteoarticular disease starting from diagnostic criteria, chemotherapy schedules, indication and technique of surgery, and management of complications. The practicing surgeon is often perplexed with the number of questions that still remain unanswered in the treatment of osteoarticular TB. This leads to wide variation in treatment practices across the world and even within different regions of the same country.

This book - "Tuberculosis of Bones, Joints and Spine - Evidence Based Management Guide" fulfills an urgent and important need to provide an evidence based management guide in every aspect of osteoarticular TB. The foreword has been provided by Prof. Keith DK Luk and Prof. SM Tuli, two of the most experienced international experts in this field. Prof. Anil Jain and Dr. R Sreenivasan have done a splendid job in accumulating and cataloguing the current evidence to provide well-structured guidelines in management of the disease. They have performed extensive literature search and accumulated relevant facts from 8000 abstracts and 1600 full texted articles making it a commendable and complete work.

The book has three sections -- Section 1 provides information in a chapter form and Section 2 is structured in a format where questions frequently faced by the practicing surgeon are answered with facts from relevant literature. The last section has a collection of many interesting cases which have been treated by the author.

It is to be appreciated that the book is in a simple format with a general introduction of the problem in each anatomical region highlighting important facts with prominent side headings and relevant questions. At the end of each chapter, complete bibliography and references are provided, facilitating the reader for further reading on the topic of his interest. Prof Jain by himself is a world authority with more than 40 peer-reviewed publications on this subject, and this has allowed him to provide "Author\'s view of the problem" whenever there is some ambiguity and controversy in the literature. The structure and content of the book suits the needs of surgeons in all stages of training, starting from the resident to the most experienced.

I foresee this book going into the next edition quickly. Two areas for improvement would be providing references appropriately rather than a list of publications as bibliography at the end of each chapter and to restructure the clinical case scenarios section into a standard format for all cases. A concise case history should precede radiological findings followed by postoperative results with a good discussion on the treatment rationale. The quality of figures can also be improved in this section.

I have no doubts that this book will find its way into the collection of all surgeons involved in the treatment of bone and joint TB. It will surely form a valuable reference guide in day-to-day management of difficult problems.
